
 

July 2026

UPCOMING EVENTS

July 2026

07 --- Committee on Nominations Meeting
10-12 --- Summer Mission u
25 --- Korean Language Day of Mission u
27 --- PS District Leadership Team
28 --- PC District Leadership Team

August 2026

04 --- Committee on Nominations Meeting
07 --- LN District Leadership Team
07 --- PN District Leadership Team
08 --- Summer Mission u One-Day
09 --- KUMC Praise Night
10 --- LS District Leadership Team
18 --- Committee on Nominations Meeting
18 --- PC District Leadership Team
29 --- NIC Leadership Team
31 --- PS District Leadership Team

September 2026

01 --- Committee on Nominations Meeting
04 --- LN District Leadership Team
19 --- PC District Annual Celebration
19 --- PS District Annual Celebration
26 --- LN District Annual Celebration
26 --- LS District Annual Celebration
26 --- PN District Annual Celebration

October 2026

02 --- LN District Leadership Team
02 --- PN District Leadership Team
05 --- LS District Leadership Team
06 --- Committee on Nominations Meeting
24 --- NIC Annual Celebration
24 --- NIC Leadership Training
27 --- PC District Leadership Team
29 --- LS District Domestic Violence
Awareness

For More Detailed Information and Future Events:

View the Google Calendar
 

Mission u - Come and See!
Weekend Registration ends July 1st!

REGISTER NOW!

Mission u Save the Date flyer

Register online HERE

Paper Registration Form HERE

Read about the curriculum HERE

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=uwfaithnic%40gmail.com&ctz=America%2FChicago
https://files.constantcontact.com/7e5e91ba001/8b5ed37f-363e-4f2d-aea7-8c923c244b5d.pdf?rdr=true
https://na.eventscloud.com/878614
https://files.constantcontact.com/7e5e91ba001/8aea2390-5d3d-465f-b07d-8960d183c8ad.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/7e5e91ba001/b63f78c4-a6ed-494e-aec9-e6811a9be6c4.pdf?rdr=true


Purchase your book HERE

Email the Registrar HERE

 

Scholarship for Woman
﻿Pursuing Church Vocations

The United Women in Faith Northern Illinois Conference offers a scholarship for women
pursuing a church-related vocation, whether in ordained or lay ministry. An accredited
graduate school must accept applicants, reside within the Northern Illinois Conference, and
demonstrate financial need. A copy of their most recent school transcript and a 200-word
essay describing the applicant’s personal background, passions, and goals are required.

Applications are due for receipt on or before September 15, 2026.

Read the Graduate Educational Scholarship Guidelines HERE.
Graduate Educational Scholarship Application HERE.

 

UWFaith NIC Annual Celebration

https://www.amazon.com/DEEP-KNOWING-Experiencing-Emmanuel-Through/dp/1952501407/ref=sr_1_1?crid=370BC91SYR7M6&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.Dg19LTm67GOpJJvdOk6nADcOgwBVZEqwKaubZ2mjX_y7Rk31LlvqO3iU4Ko2hBJcCZY4zyg78aCwvnRpCV8ROA.VQf8Z1UsYoz6rb7hzIaXt48tir5_CE13wQATS54WJZc&dib_tag=se&keywords=uwfaith&qid=1782222018&sprefix=uwfaith%2Bmission%2Bu%2Caps%2C151&sr=8-1
mailto:NILUMW.registrar@gmail.com
https://files.constantcontact.com/7e5e91ba001/548429b3-7832-4cfd-9b42-607e61f396a2.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/7e5e91ba001/477e8e64-9f16-44fc-b099-0f618fdef4ea.pdf?rdr=true


 

Order Your 2026 Yearbook
Order NOW!

2026 Yearbook on
Cheddar Up
﻿or by Email

United Women in
Faith Northern

Illinois Conference
Annual 2026



Yearbook &
Directory 

Paper copies cost $4.60 if picked up or $7.30 if mailed to you.

Order on Cheddar Up to pay by credit card: HERE.

OR

Mail a check payable to UWFaith NIC with your request to:
Lois Voss, 401 Crest Dr., Cary, IL 60013.

The online version is password-protected on our website. To receive the password, contact
Lois Voss or Shelly Davenport.

You will be able to download the document and print any pages you like (please save paper
and print only what you need). Do not share with unauthorized people.

 

Leave a Legacy
God’s abundant grace has been with us since the inception of The Legacy Endowment Fund
(2015) and that grace continues to abound as we grow ever closer to reaching our $60 million
goal.  We are now less than $3 million away.  Day of Giving, March 23, 2026, was an
opportunity to gather together as one to thank God for the continued grace shown to United
Women in Faith, by faithfully giving to ensure the future of our vital mission work to improve
the lives of women, children, and youth at home and abroad. The latest available figure for
Day of Giving 2026 is $225,000.

AND, the total Legacy Fund balance, as announced at Assembly 2026,
is $57,137,716.64 (95.2% of the goal of $60Million)!!

Sign up for UWFaith text communications by texting FAITH to 20503
 
Our NIC Legacy Committee:
Irma Clark
Lois Moreland-Dean
Linda Osikowicz
Marilyn Steenwyk

Contact at UWfaith National Executive for Development and Donor Relations: Christi Campos

For any questions related to the Legacy Fund at the national level, please email directly to
Legacy150@uwfaith.org.

This is the United Women in Faith website: https://uwfgift.org/ that has information about gift
planning.

Please let us know if you have questions and/or comments.

The Legacy Team

For more information, contact: Marilyn Steenwyk or Linda Osikowicz

Find the PowerPoint slides, "Estate Planning Concepts for Women
Philanthropists," HERE.

Find the set of estate planning guide sheets HERE.
 

https://uwfaith-nic-yrbk-2026.cheddarup.com/
https://uwfaith-nic-yrbk-2026.cheddarup.com/
mailto:loiskvoss@gmail.com
mailto:sdavenportarch@gmail.com
mailto:irma2223@att.net
mailto:Loismoreland@aol.com
mailto:Lmosikowicz@comcast.net
mailto:Ms2223umwnic@gmail.com
mailto:ccampos@uwfaith.org
mailto:Legacy150@uwfaith.org
https://uwfgift.org/
mailto:ms2223.umwnic@gmail.com
mailto:Lmosikowicz@comcast.net
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/16Jyyuym_TZibx1chA7ExoLx7IZRWfOL-
https://files.constantcontact.com/7e5e91ba001/f426c74e-24d2-44b1-b7dc-922aa7ea4762.pdf?rdr=true


Social Action - Make an Impact
 

Take Action Today! Send Postcards to Advance
Climate Justice and Protect Immigrants.

Taken from uwfaith.org

United Women in Faith members show up in many ways for the work of justice – living into
the legacy of our foremothers and building a path forward for today and for our
granddaughters. One way we do this is by being reliable, unflinching advocates for women,
children, and youth, working with elected officials at all levels of government. We have been
at this work for longer than the longest-serving member of Congress. We have been here for
more than 150 years, and we aren’t going away any time soon!

Climate Justice Now! – Send by June 30 - but I am sure you could still send them in!
We urge governors to advance state environmental protections for our families and to work
with local leaders to build climate-adapted, strong rural communities.

Download the postcard here.

You can also send emails to your members of Congress to:

Counseling Not Criminalization in Schools
Tell Congress to Support the Ending PUSHOUT Act
Tell Congress: End Corporal Punishment in Our Schools

To learn more about United Women in Faith’s social justice priorities, visit  uwfaith.or/climate-
justice and uwfaith.org/mass-incareration.

MAKE MISSION HAPPEN!

https://uwfaith.org/blog/2026/2026-action-postcards/
https://uwfaith.org/blog/2026/2026-action-postcards/
https://uwfaith.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/ClimateJusticePostcard.pdf
https://win.newmode.net/unitedwomeninfaith/counselingnotcriminalization
https://win.newmode.net/unitedwomeninfaith/endingpushoutact
https://win.newmode.net/unitedwomeninfaith/tellcongressbancorporalpunishmentinourschools
https://uwfaith.org/what-we-do/serve-and-advocate/climate-justice/
https://uwfaith.org/what-we-do/serve-and-advocate/climate-justice/
https://uwfaith.org/what-we-do/serve-and-advocate/mass-incarceration/


The General Board of Church and Society is dedicated to the work of
living faith, seeking justice, and pursuing peace.

See current Action Alerts HERE

View the latest Faith in Action stories HERE

 

Reading Program
We are delighted to announce the release of the 2026 Reading Program!  It is available on
the Reading Program webpage. 

The Reading Program is a beloved tradition with a powerful future. Through the Reading
Program, members and friends of United Women in Faith read and grow together, engaging
contemporary books on spiritual growth, social action, leadership development, nurturing for
community, and education for mission. We are for readers (and listeners) of all ages, with
titles available for adults, youth, and children. We have programs  available in English,
Korean, and Spanish. 

There is also a virtual page at  bookshop.org/shop/uwfaith  where you can browse and
purchase most of the 2026 Reading Program books while earning 10% back to United
Women in Faith to support our work. 

Click Here to View and Download
 

Happening In the Districts
Lake North District

Save the date!

Lake North District Annual Celebration
Saturday, September 26

9:00 a.m.

https://www.umcjustice.org/what-you-can-do/take-action-2025?emci=9c204518-e46b-f011-8dc9-6045bda9d96b&emdi=fd34da40-0e6e-f011-8dc9-6045bda9d96b&ceid=13419691
https://www.umcjustice.org/latest
https://uwfaith.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=29c7c08b73c632ded44fb9935&id=a89b6fae30&e=ec67933db8
https://uwfaith.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=29c7c08b73c632ded44fb9935&id=9071a0e109&e=ec67933db8
http://bookshop.org/shop/uwfaith
https://uwfaithresources.org/prodDetail.cfm?productID=13204&mc_cid=e998712d5f&mc_eid=ec67933db8


North Prairie United Methodist Church
Kenosha Rd, 5000 9th St, Zion, IL 60099

View the flyer HERE.

Lake South District

Save the date!

Lake South District Annual Celebration
Saturday, September 26

9:00 a.m.

Prairie Central District

Save the date!

Prairie Central District Annual Celebration
Saturday, September 19

8:30 a.m.
First Church of Crystal Lake

236 W Crystal Lake Ave, Crystal Lake, IL 60014

https://files.constantcontact.com/7e5e91ba001/b3443448-cb86-47cc-aabf-fbac7d476d93.pdf?rdr=true


Prairie North District

Save the date!

Prairie North District Annual Celebration
Saturday, September 26

9:30 a.m.
Freeport First United Methodist Church

503 W Lily Creek Road, Freeport, IL 61032



The guest speaker will be Winnebago County CASA

Highlights from the Prairie North Spiritual Growth Event on April 18, 2026.
**Photos submitted by Karen Andrus



The Prairie North District enjoyed a wonderful Salad Supper at Lanark United Methodist
Church in Lanark, Illinois. More than 50 ladies attended the event, sharing fellowship,
delicious food, and a memorable evening together.



A special highlight of the program was a performance by the Stephenson County Boys & Girls
Club Dance Team, whose talent and enthusiasm were greatly appreciated by everyone in
attendance.

The evening was a joyful celebration of community, friendship, and fellowship, and all who
attended had a wonderful time.

**Photos submitted by Laura Werner

Prairie South District

Save the date!



Prairie South District Annual Celebration
Saturday, September 19

9:00 a.m.
United Church of Sandwich

 512 Lions Rd, Sandwich, IL 60548

 

Community

﻿CIRCLE
Academy

By Ginger Mills

At CIRCLE Academy, every student is more than a diagnosis, a challenge, or a difficult
chapter in their life. Cunningham’s therapeutic day school provides a safe, supportive
environment where students can build confidence, strengthen relationships, and develop the
skills they need to succeed both in and out of the classroom. Through individualized
education, therapeutic support and opportunities to participate in extracurricular activities,
students discover their strengths and begin to envision a brighter future.
 
Because of faithful supporters like United Women in Faith, students are given the
encouragement, resources, and stability they need to grow. One of those students is Mandy.
 
When Mandy first arrived at CIRCLE Academy, she was quiet and hesitant to engage with
those around her. Over time, with consistent support and encouragement from staff, Mandy
began to come out of her shell. She grew more comfortable interacting with peers and adults,
developed stronger social skills, and became an active participant in classroom discussions
and group activities.
 
Outside the classroom, Mandy discovered another avenue for growth through athletics. She
demonstrated exceptional ability and determination as a member of the CIRCLE Basketball
Team, Volleyball Team, and Running Club. Her involvement in sports not only showcased her
athletic talents but also strengthened her confidence and leadership skills. Teammates looked
to Mandy as a positive role model who consistently demonstrated good sportsmanship and
encouraged others to do their best.
 
Today, Mandy is preparing for an exciting new chapter. This fall, she will transition back to her
home school equipped with greater confidence, stronger social connections, and the tools
she needs to succeed. While we will miss seeing her each day, we are proud of all she has
accomplished and excited to watch her continue to thrive.
 
Stories like Mandy's are possible because of you. Your generosity helps create opportunities
for students to discover their strengths, overcome challenges, and build hope for the future.
Thank you for making a lasting difference in the lives of young people at Cunningham’s
CIRCLE Academy.



Cunningham Children's Home CIRCLE Staff
Photo submitted by Ginger Mills

KIDS ABOVE ALL’s 2026 Back to School Drive Happening NOW! 

Please consider ways to continue to STEP UP FOR OUR KIDS at Kids Above All this
summer. Our annual Back-to-School Drive begins June 15 - August 15.

Visit our Amazon Wishlist!

View the flyer HERE.

Or visit our website for more information.

Thank you for your faith, Deaconess Catherine Inserra

https://www.amazon.com/registries/gl/guest-view/3UJT5OYLCCD8P?ref_=cm_sw_r_cp_ud_ggr-subnav-share_ZHVR7HFWV1QJ8JE7Z9SG
https://files.constantcontact.com/7e5e91ba001/bf21f8b7-6c53-46c6-834d-98ec2135f988.pdf?rdr=true
http://kidsaboveall.org/bts
mailto:cinserra@kidsaboveall.org


Check out what other
conferences are doing.

Read the CAL-PAC Pacific Waves newsletter HERE.

https://files.constantcontact.com/7e5e91ba001/b6f08cc2-5950-4ce6-b593-3261f8607005.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/7e5e91ba001/1a65e89b-7b8e-4056-bfd9-875e76e50db1.pdf?rdr=true


Must-see musical, SUFFS

Suffs is a must-see musical with music, lyrics, and a book by Shaina Taub, based on
suffragists and the American women's suffrage movement, focusing primarily on the historical
events leading up to the ratification of the Nineteenth Amendment to the United States
Constitution in 1920 that gave women the right to vote.

Watch it for free on PBS.org or download the PBS app.
Suffs | About | Great Performances | PBS

 

National
Tips for Writing and Speaking Our Name - United Women in Faith

This is the order for writing our name to avoid confusing it with a district name:

First write our organization name, second write the location (from largest to smallest, if
more than one), then the event & year or person.

Example: United Women in Faith Northern Illinois Conference Prairie Central president
Lois Lane

Example: UWFaith NIC leadership team 2025 UWFaith PC secretary Betty White

Example: United Women in Faith NIC Spiritual Growth Retreat 2025 at Park Ridge:
First

Note that there is no “of” or extra “in”. Note that there is no three-letter abbreviation; please
use UWFaith.

The district abbreviation is only two letters: LN, LS, PC, PN, or PS.

https://share.google/mUOvGLxIJOk9VXy5y


Our National office recommends using our full name first in written documents. Then later in
the text, you could use UWFaith.

Connect with United Women in Faith
NIConference:

  

Connect with United Women in Faith
Globally:

     

Submission deadline: 15th of the month
Send to: Shelly Davenport, Communications Coordinator

United Women in Faith NIC email | United Women in Faith NIC website |
United Women in Faith website

Sign up for E-News

United Women in Faith of NIConference | 303 E. Wacker Dr., Suite 2020 | Chicago, IL 60601 US

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice

https://www.facebook.com/groups/nicumw
https://www.facebook.com/groups/nicumw
https://www.instagram.com/uwfaith_nic
https://www.instagram.com/uwfaith_nic
https://www.facebook.com/uwomenfaith/
https://www.facebook.com/uwomenfaith/
https://www.instagram.com/p/B2PMk0ShgUq/
https://www.instagram.com/p/B2PMk0ShgUq/
https://www.youtube.com/uwomenfaith
https://www.youtube.com/uwomenfaith
mailto:sdavenportarch@gmail.com
mailto:sdavenportarch@gmail.com
mailto:uwfaithnic@gmail.com
https://uwfaithnic.org/
https://uwfaith.org/
https://uwfaithnic.org/e-news-signup/
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=3f8f8f1b-051c-48cc-9077-c69ba063d13b
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=3f8f8f1b-051c-48cc-9077-c69ba063d13b

